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Introduction
Welcome Aboard! Thank you for volunteering to steward the NYS Canalway Water Trail. 

We hope you enjoy caring for the Water Trail, meeting and greeting paddlers and 

visitors, and sharing your knowledge and enthusiasm for the waterway with others. 

Being a steward should be fun and rewarding. 

Iconic trails and waterways rely upon stewardship efforts to develop and maintain 

destination appeal. It is this intentional, ongoing maintenance and care that make quality 

trails - and lasting memories - possible. 

New York State and the Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor (Erie Canalway) will 

mark a special year in 2025 - the bicentennial of the completion of the original Erie 

Canal. In anticipation of this momentous occasion as well as projected increased use of 

the 450-mile NYS Canalway Water Trail, Erie Canalway launched the Canalway Water 

Trail Stewardship Program in 2021. Our goal is to grow to full coverage (450 miles of 

stewarded trail) by 2025. Like the Water Trail itself, the program will include the Erie, 

Cayuga-Seneca, Champlain, and Oswego canals, but does not include the Cayuga and 

Seneca lakes. The Canalway Water Trail Stewardship Program will focus on general 

upkeep of launch sites and the waterway, improving public access, and interacting with 

and educating trail users. 

Stewarding the Water Trail 
Stewardship sections are divided into approximately 10-mile stretches of the NYS 

Canalway Water Trail. Each section includes one or more launch sites. Your efforts will 

center primarily on launch sites -- including parking areas, picnic tables, and other 

surrounding infrastructure-- in addition to the Water Trail itself. 

Your stewardship also includes an ambassadorship role with the public. Interacting and 

educating visitors should be a fun yet important part of your job. 

Time Commitment 
We ask that you visit your stewardship section(s) at least twice a month between May 1 

and October 31 for at least one calendar year. The recommended level of effort is 4-6 

hours a month per volunteer. When a section is adopted by a group, each volunteer 

should still plan on volunteering 4-6 hours a month. Group members can communicate 

via their Primary Steward. 
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https://verbaljudo.com/
https://lnt.org/authority-of-the-resource/
https://www.mentalhealthwildernessfirstaid.ca/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/NYSCanalwayWaterTrail





