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This form is for use in nominaling or requesllng determinations of eligibifity far individual propertles or districte. See |nslruc1|ons in How fo Caormiplete the Nalional Fm'egjsrer of

Historic Places Registration Form (Mational Register Bulietin 18A). Gomplete each item by marking "x" in the appropriale box or by entering the information requested. If

~ anllem does not apply to ihé property being documented, enter "N/A" for *not applicabie.” For functions, archilectural classification, materials and arzas of significance,
enter only categorias and subcategories lisled in the instructions. Place additional entries and narralive ltems on continuation sheets (NP3 Form 10-900a). Use a

tynewriter, word procassor, or compuler, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property:

historic name  Matton Shipyard

cther names/site number '

2. Location _
street & number _Delaware Avenue - : o ] ot for publication
city or town  Cohoes . i R o ‘ _ vicinity

state New York | o code NY county .Albany cede 001 zip‘ code: 12047

3. State!Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | cernfy that this - n'omination
D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register
of Historic F‘Iaces and meeis the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property

| 5 | mests does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommand that this property be considered 51gn|f|cant
natlonall X statewide I:I locaily. D See continuation sheet for additional gomments.
w ﬁ”\ Vaw%uf A0 - /5 /OC/
Signature of cemfymg official/Titlef _ B 7 Date -

State or Federal agency anc bursau

In my opinion, the property meets |:| does not meet the National Regisfér criteria. D See continuation sheet for
additional comments. ) 7 . .

Signatureof c'ertifying official/Title ™~ . -+ . Date

Staie or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification.

| herehy certify that this property is: Signature of the Kesper . Date of Action
]:I entered in the National Register. ' : ' '
[:I See oontlnuatlon sheet.

|:] detarmined el:glble for-the
- Nationai Register.
See continuation shest.

[ ] determined not eligible for the
National Regisier.

D removed from the MNaticnal
- Register.

|:| other, (explain:}




Matton Shi;ayai‘ci N o _ Aibany County, Néw York

Name of Property . " i ~ .+ County and State
_5. Classification . _ '
Ownership of Property. -Categoty of Property Number of Resources within Property
{Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one bc_)x) _{Dao not include praviously listed resources in the count.)
-~ [ private ' L building(s) ‘ Contributing - Noncontributing
~ [_] public-iocal S district ' 08 0 buildings
public-State S [ ]site .06 : 0 sites
[] public-Federat  [Ostructure S S 02 structures -
' [ ]object . : 07 0 - objects
25 Total
- Name of related multiple property fisting - - ,‘ Number of contributing resources prevaousiy
(Enter "N/A" if property is'not part of a multiple property-listing.) . . - listed in ’Ehe National Regisier '
NA - : 0
8. Function or Use : ‘
Historic Functions : ' “Current Functions
{Enter categories f;os‘n instructions) _' {Enter categories from instructions)

COMMERCEfSDacmlw Stere‘ Shmyﬁrd and repan f'lczhty N/A

7. Description:

Architectural Classification . . : , Materials
{Enter categories from instructions} - (Enter categories from instructions)
OTHER:Industrial ' - foundation  _Concrete

Wal,ls Wood (weatherboard)

roof- _ Asphalt shingles: rolled-roof

o’rﬁer

Narrative Description
{Describe the historic and current cencémon of the’ property on one of more contmﬂat ion sheets. }

See cantiniation Sheet




Mation Shipyard.

Name of Property

Albany Co&hty, New York

County and State

8 Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria

{Mark “x" in one or more boxes for the critetia quahfymg the .

property for National Register listing.)

[x]a

[ ]B-
[x]c

L]

s

Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of

our history.

Propetty is assocsaied with ihe lives of persons
mgmﬂcant in our past.

Property embc}d@s the cﬁisiénctive characteristics .

of a type, period or method of construction or

represents the work of a masier, or possesses -
“high artistic values, or represents a significant and-

distinguishable entity whose components Jack

‘ mdlv dual distinction.

‘ infe;maticin impp’;’taht in prehistory or history.

Criteria considerations
{mark "x" i all the boxes that apply.)

Properly is:”

[]a
e

" [Jec

owned by a religious institution or used for

* religious purposes.

removed from its orlglpal IQQatéoﬁ

a birthp%a:ce b{..g-rave..

a cemé_tary.’ _

& reconstructed bailding, ‘O%J_ject or structure;

a comméma;atéve property.

less ’rhan 50 years of age or achieved &gmﬂcance .

within the past 50 years.

Natrative Statement of Ssgn;f:cance .
{Explain the significance of t?}e properly on ohe OF more continuaﬁen sheets.)

Areas of Significance
(Entef categories from instructions)

COMMERCE

MARITIME HISTORY

TRANSPORTATION

INDSUTRY (manufacturing)

Period of Significancé .
1916-1959

Significant Dates

1916; 1941-5. 1949,

"S;gnlfscant Person

{Complete if Cs’ﬁer ionBis marked above}

Cuitural Affiliation

NA

Architect/Builder
Tnknown =

" 9. Major Bibliographical Re_ferences .

Bibliography . s
{cite the baoks articles, and other sources used In preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets )

"Previous documentataon on file (NPS);

=
IS

preliminary determination of individual listing (36

OFFUBT) has besn requested

previously listed in the National Register
previously cieterrmrsed eligivle by the National -.
Register
designated a National Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic Arrerican Bui idings Survey-
# .
recorded by Historic American Enginesring
Record # _/.

~ Primary location of aéditaonal data

% | State Historic Preservation Office
|| Other State agency ‘
Federal agency

Local government

University

Other -

Name of repesitory:




Matton Shipyard ' S - ' Al%}*iny County, New York

Name of Property i . . _ - " “County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property 4.13 acres ‘ .

UTM References
(Place add tional UTM gefefences o;’; a contmuatxon sheet.)

118 607934 473TIS S 3 _ -
Zone . Easting Northing . : - Zone ., Easting - Northing s
2 _ . ' 4 ' . :
' I:] See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description :
{Cescribe the boundarias of the properly on a contmuatlon sheei}

- Boundary Justification
(Explain why ii‘ie boundaries were selected ona contxnuat jon sheet.)

11. Form Pre_pa;fed By

namefiile  _ Travis Bowman

organization _ New York State Historic Preservation Office - g da’te‘

‘street & number Peebles Tsland State Park, Box 189 o telephone 518~237~8643 x.32'59 :
city or town __ Waserford ' , 7 . o state _ New York- _ . zZip code 12i88 '-

Additional Documentatson
- Submit the following ftems with the compieted form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps _ | .
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute se?iés} indicating the praperty’s. location.

A Sketch- map for historic districté and properties having large acreage or mmérous resolces,
" Photographs - | ‘ '
" Representative biack and whzte photographs of the prope;’ty

Additional items
- (Check with the SHPO or FPO fsr any additional |tems}

Property Owner . . ‘
- (Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) K L ' _ :

name E\Eew"&’eﬁc State Parks and Recreation. _ ‘
- street & number _P.O.Box 180 - . telephone __{518) 537-4240
city orfown _Waterford S ' state NY 7ip code '12i88 :

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is belng coliected for appilca’uons to the National Register of Historic Places to
nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility fof listing, to list propemes and to amend existing listings. Response to this request
is.required to obtain 2 benefit in accordarice with the National Hisforic Preservation.Act, as amended {16 U.S.C 470 et seq.}

Estimated Burden Statemeni: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated o average 18.1 howrs per response including time for
reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data and completing and rewew;r;g the form. Direct comments regarding this burden
estimate or any aspect of this from o the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington,
DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Wasghington, DC 20508. .
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Description

© The Matton Shipyard consists of eight extant buildings, various survmng features and several uchqeologlml
resources relating to the site’s history as an industiial and mmﬂfactugmg facility. Almost all of the resources date to
the period of 1916-1983 when the site functioned 23 2 shipyard, repair facility and towboat operation for the New
“York State Barge Canal, and the related Champlain Canal. The shipyards occupy a roughly 200 x.100 yard parcel

near the northern tip of Vaa Schaick Island, logically suited to take advantage of the nearby confluence of the

" Hudson and Mohawk Rivers. The property is defined-by the historic, WWII era, fence that surrounds the shipyard.
As essential functions of the shipyard historically did not take place outside of this marker, it is a logical choice for
dehglcqﬁng the boundary. Although ir’s located within the town of Cohoes, Alimny County, Van Schaick Island is

very close to Saratoga County and Rensselaer County; both ate easily visible from its shores. In fact, the pm'{nmty N

of Van Schaick Tsland to the shore meant there was little isolation, even historically. It was easily accessible in the
early twentieth centuty when John E. Matton chose the location. Two bridges connected Van Schaick to Cohoes

- {west bank), one to Troy (east bank) and the Delaware & Hudson Railroad ran across Van Schaick Island, Green'

Island (to the south) and Peebles Island {to the north) as a bmdgs line connecting to' several major routes. The
extant stractures at Matton Shipyard date to both the catliest operations on the site (c. 1916) and to its expansion
dmiﬁg Word War 11, wﬂh almost no non-historic infill :

The following is a comprﬁhens;ve list of histotic and non-historic features in the Matton Shspyam% Site:

[IN.B. Using numbering system created in 1989 report on Matton Shipyards by New York State Senior Lmdscape

Architect Hazry Barle, ‘faiﬁch has been added to in order to reflect pwm{)usE}r unnumbmed structures:] '

A) Extant Buildings:
7. Gﬁ?yg/ﬁam c1916/17

This stracture consists of three sep'u'zte blocks on 2 hmezu plan. The west biock served as a ngaoe and storage room

(first floor) and the offices for the Matron Shlppmg Company (second floor). It s a two-story, end gable-roofed

‘building with shiplap s;éing and an asphalt-shingle roof. It has-several windows on the northem. and southern .

elevations, along with a large overhead door and four other doors. The west block is the only patt of the building
with a chimney. The 1918 plan for Matton Shipyatd shows an “Automobile Garage” attached the west end; the
garage had a second floor-added and has been incorporated. into the overall buﬁcﬁng at 2 later date. The center
block connecting the two terminal buildings served as a storage building, it was labeled as “1 story shed” on the
1918 plan. It has two doots on the southern elevation, each entering into'a separate pastition inside the block. It is a
one-story with a gently sloping metal shed roof and shiplap siding, specifically the roofline and soofing faterials do
not match the other two blocks. The center block does not show-up photos of 2 1936 flood at Matton Shipyard, it
may have been too heavily damaged to have been salvaged. As a result, the center block was probably updated or
chmged duting the 1936-43 period. The east block was labeled “paint and oil storage” on the 1964 plan and simply
“1 story shed” on the 1918 plan. It is a one- and-a-half- story gqbie roofed block with a large central door and

shiplap s;dm,g and @sphqlt—sblncﬂe roof, Neither the center or east blocks have windows on the main elevations, but

the east block has one window on the gable end. All three blocks are built on concrete fou&gianons - .

' Earle, Harry B: State of New York Execulive Department, Office of Getieral Services, Division of Land Usilization. Form: “Declaration of Swrphus Buildings and/or
Improvements {DLU 70 (10774).” Compleled 8 Septcmber 1989, documenting extant condilions a1 the site. Barle modified the 1964 Rosenfetdt Survey Map for these
" repor: zs, namhermg the exlant buildings onsile. ‘
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3. Watchman's Building ¢l 93 6-43.

‘The watchman’s building is a one-story, gable- -roofed frame bmldmg The original structute may have pre- -dated
Wotld War I£, but was it not onsite duting the 1936 food. The buﬂd;ﬂg contained.an office, locker area and storage
area, The cutrent structure is a one-stoty, gabled-roof building with an asphalt roof and shiplap siding. A 5’8" porch.
4 extends the length of the building on the notthern elevarion. The porch has a shed roof with rolled-roofed covemng
and extends two feet bcyond the building towasds the west. :

4. Sf'zegz‘z\/fsmf Sb@, c1937/8 : -
_ C}ne—stcu"y shed roofed frame building with shiplap siding.-Bast elevation has large central doot, smaller entrance
" door and two windows. North end e}evqtlon has large dom Rﬂyh Folger Oral History interview states building
. constructﬁd 1937/8 to house tug engines. : :

5. Carpenter Shop, 1916, @*bemiefﬁ 193643 (north block addition).

* The carpenter shop is-2 one-and-half frame building with an aspha&—shmgled monitor roof and shiplap siding. A’
framed, shed-roofed north blockaddition with 2 rolled roof was constructed later: A projecting, one-story addition
* with matching roofline extends the building to the east, Situated atop 2 raised concrete pillars. A bank of clerestory
windows allowed for significant light into the shop, these windows appear to still be extant. Each elevation has a
vagied combmaﬁcn of windows and doors, most hw& been altered over time. - '
6. Stores Building, (1941-3, , N - .
. One-stoty frame building with gabled, asphalt roof and shiplap siding. It has a smali frame, shed roofed ell on the
east elevation and a small framed, shed roofed addition on the south elevation. According to 2 1993 oral history
interview with former E\fhtten employee R’llph Folger, the “imlldlﬂg south of the machine shop was built during:
WWII for 1 navy suppkes 't

8. Pzpa Shap, 5?936-45 ‘ :
One-stoty” frame building with asph"dt shmglcd gabled roof and shiplap siding. North gable clevation has two -
windows, east elevation has center entrance and two ﬂ’mkmg windows. West sabie end had small shed-roofed

porch (now lost}

9. Piteh Building, pfew?’%’ﬁ

This one-story gable-roofed frame building with rolled-roof may have been swept away in the 1936 flood. Its
 alignment is slighely different in the 1936 ﬂood photos and the 1943/1949 shipyard photos. Mattoa built its first all -
steel boar in 1938, but contmutcﬁ to produce wooden boats as W{ell Fast elevation has large ommr*ud -swinging door.

12. Garage, ¢ 1916 :

This building appeared on the 1918 map as an open front shed. This stores building is a one-and-a-half-story gable-
roofed frame building with 2 one-story shed-roofed extension to the east. Both blocks have a rolled- roof, shiplap
siding and poured concrete founcifmon It has twelvc outw"ud facing bara-type doors and one window each on both
the north and south elevation. ‘

B 0:”1 History interview of Ralph Folger 13 Oclober, 1993, Conducted by Paul Huey and George Hansell, Motesfhighlighis of interview mc]uded in NYSGPRHI’
memorandum TG Kris Gibbons FROM szi Hucy dated 15 October, 1993, Central Files, Peebles lsland, Matton Shipyatd Files.
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12A4. Elestric Building. Comcrete block constmctjon Unknown date, pxob*&b}y WAWIT efa.
Rec{mgulfu concrete oncE«r construction.

_ B) Extant Featutes (Comtibu:tin_g):_
1. nggpafg Emrztcd 1918..

2. Dock: Pio]arzas into water on cast side of shipyards (Hudson R.Wﬁl)

3. Steel Lam@z’m ramps: Histmic photos indicate the pmsenc‘e of ﬁ\ra large ramps used to slide boats into water.
Due to the rel'mve shallowness of river, boats were launched 31de¢wa}rs Three of the ramps still exist, though
modified from theix oug&nal form Unimown if more exist unée*;watei

4 Feme. Eiected duriﬁg World War IL to ensure sec:urity'in the s‘hipyards.-

5. Camels (A ﬂo'ttmg dev;ce '1ct§ng as 2 fender and used to separate 2 mooted vc:ssei from a plﬁi whfuf quay, ot
" other vesseis) Unknown ciate Slx exrant. Tie1ted wood with iron ﬁttings and meoz;ﬁg rings.

Q) Extant Features (Non Conmbutmg)

1. Two stsel sand storage silos (hon-contiibuting). Although related to Matton’s ship-buildings opemﬁons onsite, these
' facilities for storing and dispensing sand were added to the site after the perod of sigmﬁczmce ?robably dating
to the 1960s, their n{}n—{:{)ﬂmbut;ng status is entirely due to age. -

D) _Changes to ihe site: Ruined or lost.buildings:

N:B. Using numbeting system created in 1989 repott on Matton Shipymds b}f New York State Senior Landscape
Architect Harry Eatle, which has been. added to in order to reflect previously unnumbered structures. The report

did not have a building #11]

2. §?f’fzf“eifmi5e and Molding Loft (ruins). ¢. 1942 3.
Extant in a 1989 survey, it collapsed in 1993. The building was built c%uﬁﬂg the early years of Wotld War I1 (1942/ 3)
as 2 barracks to house military persorinel stationed at the site. A second story was added latet in the war (1944/5) as

~ a large open space and molding loft according to 2 Ralph Folger oral history. interview. The one-stoty structure was
a gable-ended rectangular building with a rolled roof and appeats to have had shipl’ap siding. The second story had
banks of several windows and was accessible by an e\teno; staircase. . : s

7. 5’:59;5; Ba!;yee# 193643,
Extant in a 1989 survey, it is now lost, The buddmg was a simple, nearEy—sqm;e ;:vlmneé gable-roofed building with
* a rolled-roof and ship-lap siding, The 1943 photos show two windows on the south elevation. It is uﬁki’lOWﬂ what | ;

was stored here.




OMB No. 1024-0018, NPS Form

: ﬂ"nzteci States Department of . th@ Interior o ' S
National Park Service '

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES ‘Matton Shipvard, Cohoes
CONTIE\%EEATION SHEE'E‘ ' , . ~ Albany County, New York . .

'Sectlon number 7 Page 4

10, Snall Gszmgﬂ Post-1964 |
This building was éxtant in a 1989 survey, it is now lost. It was hstes% as a frame stu.scmre wooci szdmg with asphalt

shingle roof. It did not appear on the 1964 survey map prepared for tim sale of Matton Shipyard and therefore

post- dqt{:d Matton F11E1§§.§T occupanon

7’5‘ Steel Utilizy Building, Pﬁ5§—1964 .
This building was extant in a 1989 survey, it is now lost Tt did not appear on the 1964 suwey rnap pzspared f01 the

' ssﬁe of Matton Sbipy’ﬂc 1 and therefore post»»d’ttcd Mastton Family. occupation:

. 14, Vertical Steel Plate S torage-No dlear pboz‘awwptmrewdazae e‘mz‘.s io daseribe structure. L
15 W ea’g’mv and Bmdmg Na cloar pf{?az‘aampbzf eﬂzdame exists 4o dmnﬁe structure.

16. Lzzz‘fmﬁ unknown construction date, appears i 1942 p/aoéa :

- Appeated in 1964 survey, but was either lost by 1969 or not included in survey. It was 2 small, 1ectanguh1 one-stogy
~structuye with a g‘lbiﬁ roof. The narrow elevation end had a single door, the long €levations had 2 row of six
- windows, though it is unknown if they contained glass or were simply open space. Employee Ralph Folger tecalled

tiue outbouse sat perched on the river’s edge. Aerial view of vegetamon shows fo;mel extent of building,

- 17. Compressor and Tool Shp (mzm) w1916,

Appeared id.1964 survey, but wis lost by 1989. Appears an 1918 map as I_",m;nﬁ Room” “Sgw Mill” and “Tool
- Shed” with a skidway for the saw mill artached. The building was a 1 Y2 story gﬂbl{a -roofed structure with ﬂankjng S

. shed roof one story blocks, The SE block appesars on the 1918 map as the Saw Mill, in the 1943 pictures this wing
~ does not sit on a concrete foundation but rather is raised on blocks, it is vnknown when the NW block was added.
The siding appears to match *:he shiplap siding seen at Matton Sh;py’lrd the roof 1s not v;s:able enough to determine.

18, Storage] Machine Shop {?’m;’ff) e1916. ' . o .
* Appears on 1918 map as “Blacksmith Shop” and “Iron Shed” but was listed as “ruins” in 1989 Sﬂwey The otiginal
building appears to have been 2 1 ¥z stoty, end gabled building with 2 1 story flat-roofed projecting ell. By the 19405
‘a shed-roofed addition projected to the SW side. The s1dmg appeats to mnﬁch the shiplap smiéng seen at Matton
Shipyard, the roof is not ws;ble enough to determine. : -
19. Sapd House p;e—??ééf :
. This buiiding appears on the 1964 survey but is not ws;bie n any ia;stom{: views available for the nomination. It was

lost by 1989.

20 Oz/’féeff e1916 :
“ (able roofed structure east of the offices. Appears oa 1918 map as “Oil Shed” and visible in the 1949 photos, but

lost by the 1964 survey. A gabled ended building, the siding appears to match the shiplap siding seen at Matton
- Shipyard, the roof is not visible enoucrh to dcteumne The small structure in the 1918 survey map is not Vislbie in
the E936 flood photos and may have beem comp letely rebuilt as a 1esult :
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21. Shed roofed structure south cotnes of #2-No clear photog%phéc evidence to deseribe strucrure.

22, Shed toofed structure northeast of #15 in line Wlth other buildings on row-No clear photogmphxc evidence -

exists to describe s%mctme

23 g”azf;u and P!aszziw Bf{f/df??g e 1916

Monitor -roofed structare with the shiplap s;dmg seen -at Matron Shipyaid, the roof is not visible edough to

 determine. It 2 appears on 1918 map as a “Store Flouse” but a much larger structate visible in 1936 flood photos.
1964 plans indicated the building s “Saw & Planmag Buzicﬁmg A framework of steel girders surrounded the

building, even by 1936

Othesf extinct/ ios'{ features

Crane Track and Crane: The crane was’ sold in the 198{}3 but the track is probably sdll buuﬁd onsite. No .

archaeological investigations ha\re been conducted at Matton szupymd to confirm this.

Floating Dry Dock: Matton’s floating dry dock was a key component of the shipyard’s longevity and success. As no
archaeological investigations have been conducted at Matton Shlpy’lld itis unknown if buried or associated amfacts

exist.

Steann boiler for bending Wooa (fost).
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Statement of Significance

The Matton Shipyard is significant under criteriz A and C as a rate surviving inland shipyard directly related to New ‘

York State Barge Canal. The Barge Canal was primarily an enlargement zﬂd modetnization of its more famous

- predecessor, the Erie Canal, but also included work on the other three chief branches of the state ¢anal system—,

the CEnm;alam the Oswego and the Cayuga & Sedeca Canals. Inland navigation had been insttumental to the
cconomic success of New York State, but the Barge Canal was an extraoedinasily ambitious pubhc works project.

New Yotk State would have to transform the nineteenth century Frie Canal with its animal-powered boats into a -

large twentleth century waterway with tug-deiven barges, with no assurance of success. Despite the inherent risk,
shipwright John E. Matton decided to tic his fate to the new canal system. He relocated his family shipyard.to the
-Hudson River at Van Schaick Tsland, perfectly. situated near the new eastets terminus. of the new Bazge Canal. His

risk paid off; for the next fifty years, Matton Shipyard enjoyed a distinguished reputation for building and repaiting

boats, as well as for its commercial tag- boatmg operations, Matton tags plied -the waterways-of the canal system.
‘Matton barges catried grain, oil, war mateziel and countless other products across the 525 miles of the Barge Canal
~and along the Fludson River. Matton warships even patrolled American and Russian watess for German subs in
Wosld War 11, The shipyard did more than ;ust build boats. The Matton dry dock, the orily such privately owned

facility on the canal, allowed its workers to repair the vessels that wete the lifeblood of the system. Matton Shipyard-
followed =2 paralle]l course with the Barge Canal, changing and adapting with time. The site today has sevesil -

surviving bu.ddmgs and features from the half-century of Matton family operation of the site (1916- 1964) the high
- degree of i mtegﬂty allows the nominated propetty to maintain its re"adabih‘cy as a shlfgyas,d

. Barge Canai

The history of New York's Frie Canal is.full of duglities. The idea of the canal had been around since thc: early g
eighteenth centuty, but even as digging began in 1817, many still considered the project a fanciful dream at best. By . -

1826 it was being hailed as the cighth WDIldEIT of the wotld, and within 2 decade it was being enlarged for the first
time. Berween 1836 and 1862 the canal was enlarged to 70 feet wide (from 40°) and 7 feet c%eep {from 4), and
“ineluded 2 reduction in the number of locks from 83 to 72." A disastrous {and later abortive) nine million dollar
attempted enlar_gement in the 1890s led to a special commission being convened by Governor Theodore Roosevelt.
Roosevelt’s engineets undertook an analysis that combined improvement feas;&lhty with profitability projections,
and by 1903, New York State decided to enlarge the canal The feeder canals like the Champlain and Oswego were
to be emiazgeé along with the Eie Canal, and the entire new system would be known as the Barge Canal, Work
began in 1903, but progressed slowly in the bc—:girlmng Wattime pressures of Wotld War I fo:cced a year-long
fedemhmﬂon of the canal, and this federal oversight aliowed the whole system to be complete and operational by

19182 The end product was rematkable—New Yorkess now had a canal that could economically compete with -

railyoads, could handle barges of 3,000 tons (the Erie Canal had been limited to boats of ~240 tons) and was an
engineering marvel ten-times ionge; than its contempo;aiy at the Ifathmus of Panama,

_ Matton Family Shipworks
The oggmal location of the Matton family shipyqrd and woﬂcs was not on Vaﬁ Schaick Island, but further north on
~the Champlain’ Canal, about three miles above Waterford, NY near (then) Lock #6. Both Peter Jesse Matton
(c.1842-1923) and his son John E. Matton (1879- 1959) listed their occupqt;oﬁ as “shipbuildes” on the June, 1900

.

' Prank Sadowski, Jr. Dragon Design Associates. 2000-2007. hiy:/fwww.criccanal. owlmzlcx higzl-
# Noble Whitford, Fisiory of the Barge Conal in New York State: Supplement to Ihe Amw{gi Report of the Siare Engineer fi:u'! Surveyer ,‘m fhe Year Ended

June 30, 1921, New York State. Chapter XV pussim,
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Federal Census, but no record of either man could be found prior to that, The family’s traditional founding date for
‘their Waterfotd Dry Dock is 1900, though this is more ﬁl{cl}r be the date that John E. took over the business.” By
1910, John .E. Matton was advertising his business as: “boats built, repaited and thoroughly overhauled.” The -
plfanmng stages of the Batge Canal probably made for uncertain times for the Mattons; the future of the family dry-
dock in Waterford was literally riding on New York’s decisions over viability, proposed routes, etc. Proposals to
abandon the Champlain Canal would have made their facility entirely obsolete. An enlargement of the canal and a
decision to keep the feeder canals, however, could provide an economic boon. When New Yotk made its
recommendations and began work, John E. Matton made 2 crucial and ultimately lucrative choice to relocate his
business. He purchased land on the Hudson River at Van Schaick Islaﬂd in June of 1916, and construction of the
first buildings at the nominated property probabiy began that same year." The island was exceptionally well- located
to take advantage of the new Barge Canal, as historian Charles O’ Malley stated: “the traffic of the entite canal

system would pass by his-door.” *

. To create an effective shipyard John Matton had a dock constmcted and a track-based, moveable crane installed.
Hoping to recteate the success at Waterford, Matton had 2 portion of the Hudson River blasted to construct a new
floating dry-dock. Based on a 1918 map of the property, the shipyatrd began its life with seven buildings. An office
and storage building with 2 small attached automobile garage was the base of business operations. A 1 Y2 story

plaoning mill and machine shop {later known as the catpenter’s shop) became a focal point for the yard with its -
distinctive monitor roofline, banks of clerestoty windows and painted lettering proudly advertising “JOHN E.

. MATTON & SON; INC” 1o canal traffic (before his son joined the firm, the sign read “John E. Matton Barge

Plant”), A second industrdal buildirig housed the saw mili/engine room and tool shed, and-a third specialized
building housed the blacksmith and iron shed, In addition to the storage space below the - office ‘building, the
complex also had a large open-front shed, an “oil-shed” and a dedicated stote house. Matton’s ‘ship-building

- philosophy consisted of controlling every facet of construction from the ground up—Matton boasted he could
build anything needed to build 2 tug® This philosophy required having a reasonably large work force capable of
§abr1cat1ng every component of the ship, and having enough’ workspaces and storage areas o house and support
these various ptocesses. The Matton Shipyard alsc maintained a highly trafficked repair shop for all manner of canal
boats and an active tugboat fleet, requiring more specialized staffing and buildings to accommodate these functions.
Of the seven original buildings at Matton Shipy'ud three are extant, including the office and the distinctive

' sm;aem:er shop. Along with the buildings, thete are vatious bollatds scattered along the perimeter, the doclk, several
camels (floating fendess used to separate 2 moored vessel from & pies), the historic lfmmzinng ways and bulkhead are .
also present, a]Eow;ng the site to retain much of its easliest charactet.

First Wotld War
" The fizm enjoyed great financial success duung World War I Inland waterways like the Barge Canal and Hudson

River became absolutely vital in maintaining the supply-line of war materiel to.the US and its allies, and the
wotkhorse of this system was the canal boat. Canal boats ferried goods from the interior and Great Lakes a¢zoss
New Yotk State and into New York City where they fed the cross-Atlantic supply vessels. The New York State
Engineer proclaimed the job of completing the canal and linking the supply-line would “outweigh the work of an

3 Charles O'Malley, Low Bridges and High Water on'the New York Stare Barge Canal. (Manalee Printers: FL, 1991}, 139.

* Kristin Givbons, Tie Maton Shipyard. (New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historie Preservation: W'zlerford 19913, 3.
5O Malley, Low Bridges and High Waier, 140,

¢ OrMalley, Low Bridges and High Werer, 67,
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entite army corps.” ' More boats meant mote supplies could be. moved more rapidly. Matton Shép}f’lrd :I:ecelved a
wartime contract to build fourteen wobden barges, most of which were destined for New York City. Reporter
Jerome Stith’s 1917 Kuickerbocker Press article explained the work going on at the shipyard. Accordmg to Smith,
Martton Shipyard was emplsymg thitty-five men and using the Jatest tt:cfhnologms like a compressed-air driven saw
which could do work of “ten men.” ® Smith reported the shipyard had six barges curcently under construction and
the capacity to build fifteen barges pet year. In the same article, John E. Matton told Smith that sh;pya:cd was
severely L@ﬂéeistaffeé—employmo less than half the men needﬁd to build at 5?.111 capacity.

’

[

Interwar years -

‘The shipyard ¢ appeats to have cxperxenced modest growth durmg the interwar years. John’s only son Ralph ]omed‘

~ the business in 1920, and the business was subsequently incorporated as John E. Matton and Son, Inc.  Although

militatization of the canal had slowed traffic in 1918 (there was very little traffic going west), traffic increased

steadily, a‘aout 7-15% per annum, after, federal contiol ended.” As the fortunes of the canal rose, so did those of
Matton Shiiayaﬁs 'The 1930s saw the purchase of additional lands for the shipyard, 200 feet notth of the first

plot.'” Examination of a seties of 1936 photos documenting the massive flood of that year shows new buildings and

gtowth, A former storehouse had been enlarged and ringed with'a. framework of steel glrders t0 accommodate a
mote functional role, that of sawing and planning. A building dedicated to pitch storage had been added near the
rivet, as had a new facility building for Weldmg and bending. The pitch storage building probably may have been the
eatliest of these buildings. Pitch (tar, resin, wood tar etc.) would have been absolutely crucial to Matton’s wooden
ship and barge construction, it was used as both a preservative and caulking material. The flood also damaged a
snow-fence factoty on the propf:xty beyoncﬁ 1epazr, the shozt-lived entetptise was not ieopened afterwards.'!

3

Thtee years. after the flood, Matton Shipyards expeuenceé two events which had a profound impact on the

company. John E. Matton, founder and key executive of the’ company, suffered a debilitating stroke. The stroke left
John unable to tun the company, though he visired the site everyday. His son and partner Ralph assumed full
control of running daily operations. Later in 1939, under qu@h s direction, the company saw the launching of its
first all-steel tug, 3 appropriately named the John E. Matton.” Although extant @hoto documentation of the shipyard
from 1939 is not known, at least three buildings may have been ditectly related to these new operations.
Photographic evidence confirms the steel-plate storage building, a sheet metal shop, and 2 pipe shop were.all onsite
at T\fiattogl Shipyaids by 1943; these structures are probably associated w1th this new steel era.

Second World War » - :

Not surprisingly, the Second World War had the higest impﬂct on the operations and architectute at the Matton
Shipyard. Examination of a series of 1943 photos and a pair of 1949 ship-launching photos reveals a vibrant
shipyard with several new buildings added since the 1936 flood. Naval contracts provided the impetus behind most
of the expansion. A chain-link fence was added around the entire shipyard, with access controlied through 2 single
entrance and limited to only authotized personnel. Momtoring this entrance gate was 2 new (or possibly enlarged)
watchmgn s building with attached guard dog kennels in the rear. The watchman’s building even had a porch

_7thifard History of the Bmga Canat, 333.
% Smith, Jerome. “War Barges Under Construclion at Waterford Yard” in K.mkwfmcke; Press. Angust 3, 1917. Alb'my, NY.
* Whitford, Histery af the Barge Cangl, 383-90.
" ° Sibbons, The Matton ,S'Inpy{mf 3.
" 1bid . Figure 23. -
2.0t Matley, Low Bridges'and High Water, 165-6.
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extending two feet beyond the building to provide shelter for the watchman all the way to'the perimeter fence.
Bareacks wete constructed for milieary personnel stationed at the shipyards, a second story had to be added between
- 1943-5" Three other new buildings appear in the photos, all wete labeled as storage facilides in the 1964 sutvey. A
-+ 1993 oral history interview with former Matton employee Ralph Folger SpﬁCiﬁ{taﬂy noted the “building south of the
+ machine shop was. built dl,ii’lﬂg WWII for navy supplies.”

, M'Li:tsm Shipyard built five tugs for the US Army during the war,-and conﬁnuﬁé thf:ii own commercial tug
operations (including an oil barge). For the first time, the yard also constructed warships, most notably six sub-
chasers, designations SC-985 through SC-989. The-ultimate fate of the Matton sub-~chasers is unknowsn. SC-987 was
lend-leased to the Soviet Union and SC-988 was transferted to US Coast Guard control post-war and re-ciemgnated
the Air Oriole, no other information could be located, ,

As it had been in the ﬁrst World War, the Ba1ge Canal system was. esseﬁﬁa} to the US war effort, . German
_submatine attacks posed serious threats to American and Allied shipping i in the Adantic, so protected inland water
routes like the Barge Canal system became an increasingly practical 'and atiractive option for moving war materiel.
Traffic on the canal increased as 2 result, generating profits for Matton Shipyard’s repair facility and tug opetations
on top of those reaped from their military contracts. The effect of Matton Shipyard’s success on local community
and econorny was palpable. Newspaper articles detailed the pride the community took in launching’ the sub-chasers, . -
speakers at the ceremonies proclaimed that the locals were domg theit part at- Stoppiﬂg Nazism." Employment
“soared. In May, 1941, the firm reported a workforce of 130 men, 25 of whom worked in the yard itself.'® At its
height near the end of the war, 340 people worked for the Matton Shipyard, and the wattime changes o the
s}upymd its workforce and its operations had been profound.

 'The end of Mattan—famly ownership : :
The immediate post-war petiod was a time of uncertainty. Maikets and industries had to adapt to the abrupt loss of
government contracts and the burst wartime boon bubble. For the Matton Shipyard, like many businesses, it was
often fraught with financial setbacks; a stndy of the fiancial iecoads revealed the company was often facing serious
* capital shortages and was borrowing extensively to keep afloat.”” Adding to the late 1940s economic doldrums, the
close-knit family business was dealt another blow; in 1948 John E. Matton suffered a second stroke, ending even his -
" ability to make his traditional daily visit to the beloved Shipy*ttd he had founded. The severity of the stroke forced
him to remain hospitakzed until his death in 1959. - :

The economy, the Barge Canal and Matton Shipyard all eventually recovered. In 1948, the Oi Transter Company of
New York ordered a massive oil barge 210 x 43 x 15 feet, and Matton Shipyard would launch the vessel a year later
. (see continuation sheet). In launching the oil barge, Matton Shipyard serves a paradigm for the changing role of the
- Batge Canal and the economy as a whole. In 1921 the giant Standard Ol began to use Barge Canal, and oil barges
becamme an :sr}ereﬂsmgiy iegulfzz sight thej,eafter In World War II, 168,000 §3’11§6§S Gf oil were sh1pped across the '

2 Gibbons, The Matton Shipyard, 5.
¥ Oral Hislory fnierview of Raiph Folger 13 Getober, 1993, Conducted by Paul Huey and George Hameli. Notes/lughhshss of interview included in NYSOPRHP
meherandum TO: Kris Gibhons FROM: Paut Huey dated 15 October, 1993. Central Files, Peebles Island, Matton Shipyard Files,
¥« sren Built Boat Sent 10 get Axis Submarines™ Unknown Author. The Times Record (Troy, NY). 19 Seplember 1942.
® Gibbons, The Mation S}u‘pyarci, 5.
7 O*'Malley, Low Bridges and High Waier, 171
‘\ .
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mﬁal daily™ and by the end of the wat, petroleum and gasoline shipments on the canal l‘l’ld outpaced trachtloml
grain. shipments as the pﬁnmpie commodity. When the O;l Transfer barge was launched, much of New York State -
- depended on barges to supply heating-oil and kerosene.” Despite the changing role of the yard, 1949 photos of the

launching reveal only two new buildings had been added since.1943—a small storage shed stomgf: and 4 buﬂdmg to
* store the vertical plates that Matton Shipyards would bend, roll and shf‘%}e into hmﬂs :

Giowth through the decade of the 1950s was slow. Duting the Kotean Conflict, Matton Sin@y*ads once 4 'lgam Was
awarded US military contracts, buﬂdmg scows and tugs for the Army and Navy, sotne of which repottedly were sent
“to Guam. By the 1960s, the yard was in decline. John BE. Matton, the founder- and family patriarch died January 15,
1959. Raf%ph Matton followed four years later in 1963 at the age of 64, and active Matton family involvement and
ownetship in their shipyard could not survive the losses of its guiding forces. Ral@h’s wife Margaret managed to
. keep the firm active only until the last boat was launched in 1964, and the company was sold out of the family on
October 30, 1964: The firm had built seventeen boats since the end of the war, the last was aptly named the JOHN
.- B. MATTON, the fourth such boat to bear the designation.”” Matgaret died less than a year after selling the
shipyard founded by het late father-in-law, The name Matron Shipyard témained, but the firm of Matton & Sen,

Inc. ‘was dissolved in Februaty of 1964 after almost fifty yeats of service on the Barge Canal. Matton Shipyard
continued to turn out boats under new ownership, but the pace of business had slowed conaderab}y The MARY
TURECAMO was the last boat built by the yard, and the 345" hull launched since its inception.” " The shipyatd
ceased operations in 1983. Donald Miller, Inc. purchased the property in 1984 for use as a commetcial sandblasting
operation. New Yotk State pnschased the propetty fxom Millerin 1989 and it is now part of the Peebles Island State
Park Compﬁe};

Conciuswn o T
“The role that the Troy area plays in American shlppmg was Hustzated this moz:z‘ung when the John. E. Matton and
" Sons [sic], Inc, shipbuilding yards in Cohoes lannched its 327" vessel since the company was formed in 1900”: The
- writer of this Tmze; Record (Troy, NY) atticle of August 11, 1959 went on to explain that Ralph E. Matton gave a
speech to his employees documenting the important history of their company. Although his words are not
recotded, the history and significance of Matton Shipyard ate intimately tied to the canal system it served. In the-
very genesis of the Barge Canal, when large barges and self-powered tugs would replace the mules of the old Eire
Canal, Matton Shipyard provided batges and operated tugs to make the new canal work. Its turn of the century
ship-building philosophy gave it  reputation for quality that allowed it floutish and grow, adding new structutes as
technology and business alldwed. T hrough two Wotld Wars, Matton Shipyatds kept Ametica’s war machine
‘rolling—dependably éehvenng goods, services and ships along New York’s safe inland water routes and beyond.
When the nature of the canal changed due to New Yorker’s demand fot petroleum, Matton Shlpjfard adapted to the
times and continued its relevance to the modein economy. Some of its buildings survive from the eadiest
incarnation of the shipyard, while others speak to the immense needs of World War TI. The shipyard constantly
provided employment for the local community, and was a source of pride during the war years and beyond. When it
became increasingly obvious that Matton Shipyard would have to relocate, every launching. was viewed as the
;:aossible ending to the era that John E. Matton had. hegun in §916 'E'he author of a Decembex 1982 article for

. ® Pees, Samuel, “0i] History” 2004, http: ff‘wwxx pelroieumhzslory or,,/Ol Hsslc;y!pﬂges!i}'lraeslbargecwu% bmt
w

S ibid. .
¥ Gibbons, The Matton Shipyazd 7-8.

) Y thid.,. 8
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Troy’s Sunday Reeord noted the warm bond the locals had with the yaid “So it appﬁ'a:rs that the Matton “fog hor’

‘heard by Cohoes and Lansingburgh residents at starting-and quitting.time and ‘at lunch-and coffee break times, will -

continue to proclaim the Matton shipyard presence at least in the immediate future.” # The Barge Canal itself was
changing, and shipyards were failing across New York State. The Matron Shipyard may be the only known extant
inland shipyards on the Barge Canal that is still readable to its original function. Despite its regional and local
importance in shipbuilding up uatil the 19803 the date of mgmﬂcazzce cannot be mstzﬁcd beyond the ﬁfty year mark

at th;.s time.

" 2 john Scanlen, “Cohoes shipyard kesps its boats ‘in the family* The Swiday Record (Troy, NY). 24 October 1982,
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'BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The nominated propesty consists of a roughly rectilinear 720 x 400’ parcel bordered by the Hudson River on the

" east and Delaware Avenue on,the west, situated neat the northern end of Van Schaick Island in the City of Cohoes.

The irregulat COElEOuiS of the boundary are Jnchcqted bya heavy bl'lck line on the attached map.

BOU?@BARY ]BSTIFE CATION

The nominated propetty includes the entire area within the hiStOilC WWIl-era fence smreunding the property. Thls

fence line represents the largest historical geographical limit of Matton Shipyards, and no structutes associated with

- the Matton family or with shipbuilding activity are known to have existed beyond this. The nominated parcel is

carrently owned by the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation' and Historic Preservation as part of Peebles
Island State Park. All lands on Peebles Island itself were listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1972,
prior to New York State ownership of the nominated property, Peebles Island was National Register listed under a
different area of significance. The nomirated parcel only includes .‘mnés historically &SSOCiiltEd with siupbmlc:lmg

- activities dmmg the 1916-1959 peuoci of significance.
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Photo Log (Prints from Digital Photos)

: _ A]bany' County, New York
Mark Peckham

March 2008

| Location of Negatjv.es: CD-R Included |

NY_AIbCo_Matship

Reference #

Caption -

‘N-1 General View of shxpyaxd showmg Buﬂdmgs #3, #5, &#6. View No;’ch ,
S-1 Building #8. View South _ o
W-1 Building #5 & flagpole. View West.

E-1 Building # 5. (foreground) & #1 (background) & flagpole. View Hast.

E-2 Building #1 Stores building and Office .~

E-3 Steel launchways and River. View East.
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